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which has been condemned in unsparing language by Lord
Campbell. The Secret Committee, that is to say a Minis-
terial Committee in the House of Commons, declared " that
a treacherous and detestable conspiracy had been found for
subverting the existing laws and constitution, and for intro-
ducing the system of anarchy and confusion which had lately
prevailed in France,33 and this recital was quoted as proof of
the guilt of Thomas Hardy and his associates when on their
trial for High Treason. This monstrous attempt to prejudice
a criminal trial would, if men had not lost their heads, have
recoiled on the Government, for it was the result of that
trial to show that the Secret Committee's report was entirely
false. But the proceeding was quite characteristic of the
methods of the Government who persisted in calling every
reformer a Jacobin and a traitor, and who succeeded in
carrying the repressive laws of 1794 into execution precisely
because the country magistrates were all under the influence
of the class terror which had produced the Acts themselves.
The Government made themselves the interpreters of the
terror of the governing classes, and instead of announcing
that they were determined to suppress all criticism by coer-
cion, represented, fraudulently, as the event showed, all
criticism as implying sedition,
In another respect the acquiescence in the suppression of
criticism was an argument against that suppression. The
danger to the constitution during these years from the
efforts of the reformers was insignificant, for the general
temper \vas impatient and fearful of all criticism and specu-
lation. The forces of an immobile selfishness have never
marshalled such an army of defence as that which had
rallied to the cause of authority. During the American War
a weak Government had maintained itself for years against
all attacks though the aristocracy were divided and the middle
classes were eager for reform. During the war against the
French Republic the Government had much more on its side
than the Court with its powers of punishment and reward ;
it was supported by the aristocracy with its scattered and